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A winter without snow........

Now keep in mind there is still a lot of potential winter left, but
who would have thought that we could have potentially started
our spring programs in January! This winter more than any other
that I can remember people have been asking “is the lack of snow
affecting programs”, the answer is yes and no. Yes it is making it
a challenge to conduct programs that we have planned, but we
adapt. It is really no different than any trip we lead, things don’t
always go as you would expect, and adjustments need to be made,
much like life! So | wanted to highlight what we have done to
improvise and adapt to this winter.

Cross Country Skiing I1- with the lack of snow- it opens up the
opportunity for amazing skating. You always need to be careful,
but the ice conditions this year have been really good. For the
skills day the students skated across Lake Pepin. On the trip the
group traveled north where they were able to find snow, but a
highlight of the trip was skating down the Baptism River. The
student accounts, pictures and video from this activity were
AWESOME! Typically this would not be something we could
even imagine doing.

Adult Adventure- we had an adult adventure that also went up to the Two Harbors Cabin, with the idea that we
would go skiing and snowshoeing. Again conditions were not good for this activity, but this hearty group of
women went Geocaching and hiking on trails and rivers in the area. It provided the opportunity to explore new
and different places.

Instructor Ice Rescue- in December our instructor naturalists did their annual ice rescue/ hypothermia drill.
This is an activity where we look for thin ice and have the instructors fall in to practice the skill of getting out of
the frigid water. We take a number of safety precautions to ensure these students well being, but it is our
thought that if you spend enough time outside, in the winter, on ice you will fall in. We would prefer that our
leaders understand how it is going to feel, and be as prepared mentally and physically as possible. It was an
amazing experience!

ELC SPRING REGISTRATION SIGN UP Financial Assistance Scholarships are
DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 17, 2012 Available!

Please call 388-7339 or email rwelcoffice@gmail.com.

Please email (preferred) rwelcoffice@gmail.com or call
(651) 388-7339 indicating your 1st, 2nd, 3rd choices (you
may list as many programs as you would like).
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ENTRY LEVEL PROGRAMS

Entry Level programs are one day activities that
allow students to try a program and be introduced
to interesting natural environments in the Red Wing area.

EXPLORE THE BLUFF LANDS Fee: $20.00
Minimum Age 6™ Grade

Come and spend a day exploring the best of what spring
has to offer in the Red Wing area. Students will sign up for
one day of exploration. Your day will be any one of many
opportunities in nature depending on the conditions.

Date: Choose one: April 28, May 26

Time: 9:00 am — 3:00 pm

CORE PROGRAMS

Fee: $55.00

BACKPACKING LEVEL |
Minimum Age: 6™ Grade
Prerequisite: Participants will learn to navigate with a map
and compass. General backpacking and camping skills
including outdoor cookery. This is a two day camping trip to
the Tiffany Wildlife Area near Pepin, WI

Activity Date/Time

Orientation May 3
2:30 pm —5:00 pm

Ecology/Skills May 8
2:30 pm-8:00 pm

Trip: Leave: *May 11'9:00 am
Return : May 12 4:00 pm

*school day




ELECTIVES

PIONEERING | Fee: $45.00
Minimum Age: 6™ grade

Participants spend an overnight in a unique log cabin

built by former ELC students. Time is spent learning
outdoor cookery and pioneering skills. The students have fun
night hiking, outdoor games, chopping wood and taking a
sauna.

Activity Date:

Cabin Skills: 2:40 shuttle-6:00 March 29
Overnight: Leave March 30-31
4:30pm - Return 3:00pm

BACKWATER CANOE CAMPING  Fee: $40.00
Minimum Age: 7t grade

This course was brought back as an ELC classic but has proved to
be so much fun that we have added it again. The spring floods
provide a wonderful opportunity to explore and experience the
Cannon Bottoms in the flooded state. We turn the canoes into
floating platforms on which we cook and sleep. There are many
opportunities to observe various wildlife adapting to floods.

Activity Date
Orientation: April 24

2:30 -5:30pm
Trip: April 27-28

3:00 PM-1:00 PM




ELECTIVES CONTINUED

WHITEWATER KAYAKING 11 Fee: $125.00
Minimum Age: 7t grade

Come learn the basic to whitewater kayaking. First day we will
learn the basic of paddling a play boat. Lots of time will be
spent wet exiting and learning how to turn our boats. The trip
will be spent in Northern WI car camping in the evenings at
National Forest Campgrounds and paddling various sections of
the Brule River during the day.

Orientation April 19 2:30 pm — 5:30
Skills April 21 9:00 am-3:00 pm
Trip

Leave: *April 27 | 8:00am

Return April 29 6:00 pm

Wrap May 2 6:00-7:30 pm
up/Potluck

WHITEWATER KAYAKING 111 Fee: $350.00

SPRING BREAK WHITEWATER TO NORTH
CAROLINA

Prerequisite: Whitewater primer

Kayak 11 will be held in western North Carolina. Rivers to
paddle will be the Natahala, Tuckasegg, French Broad, and
the Chatooga River. Participants will learn whitewater
safety, paddling techniques, river issues and etiquette, and
group cooperation (long van ride). The week will be spent
car camping and paddling the mountain rivers.

Orientation March 27 -ELC | 3:00-5:00 pm
Trip:

Leave ELC: March 31 6:00 AM
Return ELC: April 7 6:00 PM
Wrap Up/Potluck April 17 6:00-7:30pm

SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE FOR STUDENTS THAT NEED ASSISTANCE,
PLEASE CONTACT THE ELC FOR DETAILS.



ELECTIVES CONTINUED

SUGAR MAPLE TAPPING Fee: $35.00

Participants will learn to identify the sap-producing trees in our
area, identify elderberry trees and make your own spiles from
the shoots, and become involved with the complete tapping
project, from selecting trees to tapping and boiling down the
sap. Each participant is expected to make a pint of his or her
own maple syrup. Participants will try the finished product at a
pancake supper.

Group 1 Group 2
Activity:
Orientation March 14 March 14
2:30-5:00 2:30-5:00
Tapping March 15 March 16
2:30-6:00 2:30-6:00
Boiling March 24 March 24
9:00-1200 12:30-3:30
Pancake Supper and April 20 April 20
wrap up: 6:00-7:30 6:00-7:30

FISHING ROD CONSTRUCTION Student Fee: $75.00
Adult Fee: Varies Depending upon
blank and handle selection.
Minimum Age: 7™ Grade through Adult
This program will introduce the student to the art of building a fishing rod.
Each student will make their own fishing rod with the help of
DLF Custom Fishing Rods of Rochester Minnesota.
DLF is owned and operated by Dan Fryer, a member of the Custom
TRAIL CAMERA ADVENTURE  Fee: $35.00 Rod Builders Guild. Dan, a certified professional rod builder will

ADVENTURE CHALLENGE
3 Adventure Challenges = 1 Elective

Put your woods knowledge to work and capture the assist each student in building a rod, starting with a blank and
pictures of various critters. Teams will work to gain adding thread, creating thread art and will to be certain that each rod is as
quality pictures of deer, turkey, coyote, squirrel, individual as the student. .
bgauer and manvmare Dates/Times: The rods take about 20 hours to build.

Orientation March 17t 9:00-3:00 The following dates and times will be available to pick from.

April 2" - April 13t Monday —Friday
outi March 24% | 9:00-1:00 3:00-7:00
Sl el YRR There will be a sign up sheet the first night to sign up for the days that
outing March 26" | 9:00-1:00 fitinto your schedule.




Young Explorers

Programs for 3", 4t and 5% graders

ELC SPRING REGISTRATION SIGN UP DEADLINEIS :
FEBRUARY 17,2012

Please email (preferred) rwelcoffice@gmail.com or call (651)
388-7339 indicating your 1st, 2", 31 choices (you may list as
many programs as you would like).

YOUNG EXLORERS GEOCACHING

Geocaching is a high-tech treasure hunting game played
throughout the world by adventure seekers equipped with GPS
devices. The idea is to locate hidden containers, called
Geocaches outdoors and then share your experiences online.
We will provide the GPS- what new area will we explore and
treasures will we find?

Fee: $10
May 1t 3:30-6:00

YOUNG EXPLORERS SUCKER FISHING

Learn about and experience a popular type of fishing
from yesteryear. Learn where and how to fish for this
interesting fish on the Cannon River.

Fee: $10

May 15t 3:30-5:30

YOUNG EXPLORER ANTLER HUNT
Come join the fun of hunting for deer antlers.
We will spend the day traversing hillsides,
searching bedding areas and enjoying a spring
day.

Fee: $10
March 3rd

10:00 -1:00

YOUNG EXPLORER MAPLE TAPPING

Participate in learning to identify the

sap-producing trees in our area. We will select and tap the
trees.

Fee: $10

March 17t 10:00 -1:00

YOUNG EXLORERS SPRING NATURALIST

Come and spend a day exploring the best of what spring
has to offer in the Red Wing area. Students will sign up for
one day of exploration. Your day will be any one of many
opportunities in nature. You may look for deer sheds, hunt
morel mushrooms, wild flowers, wood duck box nesting,
fishing, mudding, streams, or bluff exploration! What will
your day of play be?

Fee: $10

May 16™ 3:30-6:00

YOUNG EXPLORER ROCK CLIMB

This is a half day activity conducted at Barn BIuff. It is
an opportunity to experience rock climbing while
learning about the history of Barn Bluff, climbing
techniques and climbing safety

Fee: $10

June 2" 9:00-12:00

Family Programs

Registrations are on a First Come/ First Serve Basis

FAMILY PADDLE RED CEDAR
Come join us in a day of paddling on the Red Cedar
River near Menominee, WI. Canoes or kayaks can be

provided.
Fee: $15 per person with $50.00 Max per Family
May 26™ 8:00-5:00

FAMILY BACKWATER PADDLING

The spring floods provide a wonderful opportunity to
explore and experience the Cannon Bottoms in the flooded
state. Your family will be amazed at the sights and sounds
of the wildlife and look of the backwaters in the spring.
$10 per person

May 19t 10:00-3:00
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Program Price and Date List

EXPLORE THE BLUFF LANDS
Minimum Age 6t Grade

Date: Choose one: April 28, May 26
Time: 9:00 am —3:00 pm

Fee: $20.00

PIONEERING |
Minimum Age: 6t grade

Fee: $45.00

Activity Date:

Cabin Skills: 2:40 shuttle-6:00 March 29t

Overnight: Leave March 30t-31st

4:30pm - Return 3:00pm

BACKPACKING LEVEL |
Minimum Age: 6™ Grade

Fee: $55.00

Activity Date/Time

Orientation May 3

2:30 pm —5:00 pm

Ecology/Skills May 8

2:30 pm-8:00 pm

Trip: Leave: *May 11! 9:00 am
Return : May 12 4:00 pm
BACKWATER CANOE CAMPING Fee: $40.00
Orientation April 24
2:30-5:30pm
Trip April 27-28

3:00 PM-1:00 PM

WHITEWATER KAYAKING 11 Fee: $125.00
Orientation April 19 2:30 pm — 5:30

Skills April 21 9:00 am-3:00 pm

Trip

Leave: *April 27 8:00 am

Return April 29 6:00 pm

Wrap May 2nd 6:00-7:30 pm

up/Potluck

WHITEWATER KAYAKING I Fee : $350.00
SPRING BREAK WHITEWATER TO NORTH CAROLINA
FEE: $350.00

Orientation March 27 -ELC 3:00-5:00 pm
Trip:

Leave ELC: March 31 6:00 AM
Return ELC: April 7 6:00 PM
Wrap Up/Potluck April 17 6:00-7:30pm

SUGAR MAPLE TAPPING Fee: $35.00
Group 1 Group 2
Activity:
Orientation March 14t March 14t
2:30-5:00 2:30-5:00
Tapping March 15t March 16"
2:30-6:00 2:30-6:00
Boiling March 24t March 24t
9:00-1200 9:00-12:00
Pancake Supper and April 20t April 20t
wrap up: 6:00-7:30 6:00-7:30

FISHING ROD CONSTRUCTION

Student Fee: $75.00

Adult Fee: Varies.

Dates/Times: The rods take about 20 hours to build.

The following dates and times will be available to pick from.

April 2M - April 13" Monday —Friday
3:00-7:00

There will be a sign up sheet the first night to sign up for the days that

fit into your schedule.

TRAIL CAMERA ADVENTURE Fee: $35.00
Orientation | March 17t | 9:00-3:00
Outing March 24t | 9:00-1:00
Outing March 26 9:00-1:00

YOUNG EXLORERS SPRING NATURALIST

Fee: $10
May 16™ 3:30-6:00

YOUNG EXPLORER ROCK CLIMB
Fee: $10
June 2" 9:00-12:00

YOUNG EXLORERS GEOCACHING
Fee: $10
May 15t 3:30-6:00

YOUNG EXPLORERS SUCKER FISHING

Fee: $10
May 15 3:30-5:30

YOUNG EXPLORER ANTLER HUNT
Fee: $10
March 3rd  10:00 -1:00

YOUNG EXPLORER MAPLE TAPPING
Fee: $10.00

Fee: $15

March 17t 10:00 -1:00

FAMILY PADDLE RED CEDAR

Fee: $15 per person with $50.00 Max per Family
May 261 8:00-5:00

FAMILY BACKWATER PADDLING
$10 per person

May 19t 10:00-3:00




Upcoming Events, Links and Announcements

Firearms Safety
Sponsored by the Red Wing Wildlife League

Registration April 9t at TBMS 6-7:30pm
The Cost $7.50. Make checks payable to the Red Wing Wildlife League

Session 1: April 16" at TBMS 6-9pm

Session 2: April 23 at TBMS 6-9pm

Session 3: April 30" at TBMS 6-9pm

Session 4: May 5™ Field Day at Hallstrom Gun Range all day
Session 5: May 7t at TBMS 6-8pm

If you have any questions,
Please call Jason Jech at 651-307-5958
For other Firearm safety classes and information check:
www.dnr.state.mn.us/safety/firearms

*This course is a prerequisite for certain ELC programs

RAIN BARREL WORKSHOP WITH THE CANNON RIVER
WATERSHED PARTNERSHIP

Help clean up the Cannon and Mississippi Rivers and collect free soft water
for your flower gardens. Join us to learn about runoff and the benefits of
using rain barrels water conservation and gardening. Go home with a fully
assembled 55 gallon plastic rain barrel and the knowledge that YOU are
doing something for clean water.
Space is limited and sessions will be held at the ELC and conducted by
Cannon River Watershed Partnership. Register with ELC and bring
payment to program.

April 281 1:00 pm
Fee: $40.00
rwelcoffice@gmail.com
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Thank you for your Support and another successful Give MN!

Aadalen, Corey and Diane
Achen, Chap and Benjie
Achen, Laurel

Ahrens, Melanie

Albrecht, Arlin and Marilyn
Anderson, Amy E

Anderson, David and Gretchen
Anderson, Gary and Kirsten
Anderson, Jessica J

Ause, Bruce and Kathy
Baird, Katheine

Baird, Madeline

Bang, David and Linda
Barlow, Doug and Jodi

Beck, Elizabeth

Beckman, Jon and Anne
Bender, Deanna

Bergner, Jeanne and Chuck
Betcher, H

Betcher, S

Betcher, Stephen and Susan
Birk-Perkinson Cheryl
Bjornson Sherril and Sandra
Blomquist, Steven and Bonnie
Bluhm, Dennis and Diane
Boldt, Roger and Gloria
Bonnie Jo Stang

Borgen, David and Gina
Braschler, Robert and Nancy
Bremer, Robert and Marion
Brenda and Bruce Blair
Brown, Charles and Lynn
Brown, Hugh

Brown, Kim

Brunner, Karl and Ruth
Busch, Marty and Sue
Caneff, Tamra

Carrington, Kristi

Carter, George and Margaret
Chalmers, David and Kim
Christensen, Alex
Christensen, Max
Christensen, Mike and Kay
Claude Benson

Conklin, Ann

Cooper, Mark

Cyr, Ed

Cyr, Romano

Danielson, Scott and Peggy
Danielson, Tom and Dorothy
Dech, Phil

Degener, Julie

Depalma, Barbara

Diercks, Lee and Jody
Donkers, Margaret (Jane)
Drews, Palmer and Bernadette
Duff, Carol

Dummer, Glen and Donna
Dyrstad, Marv and Joanell
Eastling, Julie

Eastlund, Cal and Berdell
Edstrom, John and Sarah
Elford, Brett and Faye
Erickson, Emily

Fagerlund, Jeffrey
Fagerlund, Marge

Falk, Don and Nancy
Ferrin, Frank and Mary Anne
Fitschen, Patrick and Leigh
Fosado, Denise

Fosado, Maria

Fritz, Randall

Gadient, Tracy and Anita
Gehn Deann

Gillmer, Scott and Nancy
Giorgi, Michael J

Glander, Darold and Julie
Goggin, Joseph and Barbara
Grosso, Jefferey and Roseanne
Guse, Scott and Sherri
Gustafson, Don and Joyce
Habedank, William and Judy
Haley, Barb

Hammes, Judy

Harris, M

Harris, Michael

Heilman, Dann and Barb
Hendrickson, Kathryn
Hennessy, Mark

Holbert, Roger and Karen
Holbert, Virgina

Hovde, Dan

Isakson, Greg and Teresa
Jech, Jason and Jackie

Jech, Marv and Janet
Johnson, Aaron A

Johnson, Alan and Cindy
Johnson, Elise

Johnson, Heather

Johnson, Jeffrey B

Judith Diercks

Jurgen and Catherine Nemcek
Kanter, Jenny

Kanter, Judy

Kern, John and Lynda

Kernan, Patricia

King, Daniel

Knowlton, Debbie and Rick
Koehn, Vicki

Kosec, Thomas and Margarete
Kvansnicka, Stephanie
Larkin, Tom and Clare
Leise, Gene and Jeanette
Leise, James

Leise, Joe and Jody

Lewis, Dave and Nikki
Lewis, Marjorie

Lidahl, Tom and Deb
Lindell, Linda

Lunde, Ann

Madtson, Bertha

Malyon, Julie

Marshall, Jamie

Marshall, Paula

Martin, Vernon and Wanda
Marty, Keri

Marty, Lisa

Marty, Sharon

Mary Lee Wahlin
McCargar, Dirk

McGuire, Thomas and Susan
McKay, Nancy

McNairy, Phil

Mehrkens, Jill

Merchants Bank

Mijolsness, Daniel and Beverly
Mollgaard, Rick and Neela
Molly and Monty Nelson
Morrow, Katherine

Nagel, Heather

Nelson, Jerry Lee
Nemanich, George and Mary
Niebeling, Jim and Linda
Nilson, Lin M

Nitti, Lanette

Nordby, Tom and Marlene
O'Keefe, Stephen and Elaine
Olson, Crystal

Olson, Mary

Olson-Reed, Helene
Ottman, Steve

Pate, John and Ann
Peterson, Brian and Joyce
Peterson, Carol Pedro
Petterson, Todd

Pfluger, Lois

Place, Andrew

Place, Bruce and Lanette
Pletcher, Jeanette and Mark

July 2011- January 2012

Poylio, James

Quandt, Tyler

Ramey, Judith

Raymond, Jillynne
Renschen, Thomas and Jean
Reuter, Chad and Linday
Richardson, Susan
Riegelman, Steph

Riester, Victoria
Rietmann, Gene and Jane
Ritter, Douglas and Mona
Roberts, Ken and Patti
Roe, Greg

Rother, Craig and Lori
Rutledge, Robb and Jane
Ryan, Graham and Mariesa
Ryan, Randy and Deb
Savage, Charles and Patricia
Schauss, Scott

Scheller Troy

Scheller, Larry and Judy
Schlauderaff, Betha
Schmidt, Daniel

Schmidt, Jane

Schmidt, Laura and Paul
Schmidt, Michael

Sekus, Perry and Melissa
Seton, Jo

Sigler, Jacob

Sigler, Shirley

Singer, Sarah R

Sletten, Tim

Smith, Bonnie

Smith, Doug and Cyndi
Sonju, Larry

Sperlak, Jean

Starkey, Claudine

Steiner, Caurita

Stinson, Sarah

Tift, Samuel

Tincher, Dave and Ann
Tittle, John

Toegel, Patrick and Kristin
Tonder Family

Vaillant, Dennis and Lynn
Vaillant, Pete

Valoris Johnson

Vogel, Marjorie

Vukovich, Sarah

Walsh, John and Sheila
Welsch, John and Sabrina
Wildenborg, Pete and Anne
Woodford, Timothy and Lynn



Thank you Red Wing Shoe and the
Red Wing area Businesses that Make ELC Possible!

Patterson Chiropractic P.A.

Shirley Johnson Memorial:

Johnson, Alan and Cindy
Bang, David and Linda
Blair, Bruce and Brenda
Gustafson, Don and Joyce

Jech, Jason and Jackie
Jurgen and Catherine Nemcek
Kernan, Patricia

Madtson, Bertha

Pfluger, Lois

Richardson, Susan

McGuire, Thomas and Susan
Woodford, Timothy and Lynn

Red Wing Area fund
Red Wing Chevrolet

Red Wing Grain L.L.C.

Red Wing Shoe
Sargent’s Nursery
Terhuly Foundation

United Business Media

United Way
Wacouta Systems
Xcel Energy

Memorial Donations

Charles Savage Memorial:
Baird, Katherine

Nitti, Lanette

Diercks, Judith

Johnson, Valoris

Savage, Patricia

Child Care Resources

In Memory of Glennis Wold by John and Sarah Edstrom
In Memory of Marjoroie E Tou by John and Sarah Edstrom
In Memory of Keith V Wold by John and Sarah Edstrom

In Memory of Chad Larkin by Tom and Clair Larkin

In Memory of Aaron Freij Tonder by the Tonder Family

In Memory of Bob Van Dyke by Bruce and Kathy Ause

In Memory of Steve Lindell by Bruce and Kathy Ause

In Memory of Milt Olson by Katherine Morrow

In Memory of John Flueger by Amy Anderson

Donations in Honor

In honor of John Tittle by Judith Ramey
In honor of Tony Poss by Arlin and Marilyn Albricht
In honor of Doug and Cyndi Smith by Jon and Ann Pate



____________________________________________

Red Wing Environmental Learning Center
Bruce Ause Endowment Fund

Name:

Maiden Name:

Address:

Phone Number:

Contribution amount:
In memory of:
In honor of:

Environmental Learning Center Staff

. . Please make checks payable to:
Jason Jech & Executive Director Environmental Learning Center Endowment Fund

rwelcjason@agmail.com

Brad Nagel &Field Instructor VLS e U i

rwelcbrad@gmail.com

Chad Nelson 0 Field Instructor Rt =
rwelcchad@gmail.com

Laura Schmidt & Admin Asst.
rwelcoffice@agmail.com

Board of Directors
Kim Chalmers
Gail Dahlberg

Donna Dummer
Sarah Edstrom
Tracy Gadient
Scott Gillmer
Michael Grove

Joe Leise
Dave Lewis
Lisa Marty
Brian Peterson
Tyler Quandt
Tom Schneider
Jo Seton

“Two roads diverged in a wood, and I — | took the one less traveled by, and that has made all the
difference.” Robert Frost
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